[General anesthesia for pediatric cardiac magnetic resonance imaging].
The performance of MRI in children under 5 or 6 years of age usually requires sedation. Cardiac MRI takes even longer time to perform than regular MRI and such patients have cardiac diseases. It is therefore desirable for anesthesiologists to secure the airway and pay close attention to patients'vital signs. We perform general anesthesia for cardiac MRI using non-MRI-compatible monitors and anesthesia machines at our institution, and we therefore use appropriate devices to perform MRI safely. For that purpose, we either obtain peripheral intravenous access or perform tracheal intubation outside the MRI scan room and use extension cables for monitoring the patient.